
 

 
 

Roof Cleaning and Painting Guide 
Introduction 

Cleaning and painting your roof is a great way to improve its appearance, 
performance, and lifespan. A clean and painted roof can have many benefits, 
such as: 

● Enhancing the curb appeal and value of your home 

● Protecting your roof from weather, corrosion, and algae 

● Improving your roof's energy efficiency and insulation 

● Extending your roof's service life and reducing maintenance costs 

However, cleaning and painting your roof is also a challenging and risky task, 
as it involves working at heights, using chemicals, and handling equipment. A 
poorly cleaned or painted roof can have many drawbacks, such as: 

● Damaging your roof's structure, material, or coating 

● Causing leaks, cracks, or peeling paint 

● Voiding your roof's warranty or insurance 

● Injuring yourself or others 

That's why we created this guide to help you with your roof cleaning and 
painting project. In this guide, you will find: 

● A list of the safety precautions and equipment needed to clean and 
paint your roof, such as wearing protective gear, using a ladder, and 
securing the work area 



 
● Detailed instructions on how to clean your roof, using the best methods, 

products, and tools for each type of roof, such as metal, tile, or asphalt 

● Specific instructions on how to paint your roof, using the best products, 
tools, and techniques for each type of roof, such as metal, tile, or asphalt 

● Advice on how to inspect your roof after cleaning and painting, and how 
to fix any issues or defects that may arise 

Whether you have a flat, sloped, or pitched roof, this guide will help you 
achieve a clean and painted roof that looks and performs better. 
Safety 

Before you start your roof cleaning and painting project, you need to take 
some safety precautions and use some equipment to ensure your safety and 
the safety of others. Here are some safety tips and equipment you need to 
clean and paint your roof: 

● Safety tips: 

○ Check the weather forecast and avoid working on rainy, windy, or 
hot days, as they may affect your visibility, stability, or comfort 

○ Check the condition and structure of your roof and avoid working 
on damaged, weak, or slippery areas, as they may cause falls or 
injuries 

○ Check the instructions and warnings of the products and tools 
you use and follow them carefully, as they may contain harmful or 
flammable substances 

○ Wear protective gear, such as gloves, goggles, mask, and boots, 
to protect your skin, eyes, lungs, and feet from chemicals, dust, or 
debris 

○ Use a ladder, scaffold, or harness to access and work on your roof, 
and make sure they are stable, secure, and suitable for your roof 
type and height 

○ Secure the work area and keep children, pets, and bystanders 
away from your roof, as they may interfere or get hurt by the 
products, tools, or debris 



 
○ Work with a partner or a helper, who can assist you, monitor you, 

or call for help in case of an emergency 

● Safety equipment: 

○ Ladder, scaffold, or harness, to access and work on your roof 
safely and comfortably 

○ Gloves, goggles, mask, and boots, to protect your skin, eyes, 
lungs, and feet from chemicals, dust, or debris 

○ Helmet, to protect your head from falling objects or bumps 

○ Rope, to secure yourself or your tools to the roof or the ladder 

○ Sign, cone, or barrier, to mark and isolate the work area and warn 
others of the potential hazards 

○ First aid kit, to treat any minor cuts, burns, or injuries 

○ Phone, to contact your partner, helper, or emergency services, if 
needed 

Cleaning 

After you have taken the safety precautions and used the equipment, you can 
start the cleaning of your roof, using the best methods, products, and tools for 
each type of roof. Here are the instructions on how to clean your roof: 

● Tools: You will need the following tools for the roof cleaning, 
depending on the type and size of your roof: 

○ Broom, to sweep away any loose dirt, dust, or debris from your 
roof 

○ Scraper, to scrape off any stubborn or dried dirt, dust, or debris 
from your roof 

○ Sprayer, to spray the roof cleaner over your roof 

○ Brush, to scrub the roof cleaner into your roof 

○ Pressure washer, to rinse the roof cleaner off your roof 

○ Vacuum, to suck up any remaining dirt, dust, or debris from your 
roof 



 
● Products: You will need the following products for the roof cleaning, 

depending on the type and condition of your roof: 

○ Roof cleaner, which is a chemical solution that removes any dirt, 
dust, grease, or stains from your roof 

○ Roof bleach, which is a chemical solution that removes any mold, 
mildew, or algae from your roof 

○ Roof conditioner, which is a chemical solution that prepares and 
protects your roof for the roof paint 

● Steps: You will need to follow these steps to clean your roof, depending 
on the type of your roof: 

○ Metal roof: 

■ Sweep the roof with the broom, to remove any loose dirt, 
dust, or debris 

■ Scrape the roof with the scraper, to remove any stubborn 
or dried dirt, dust, or debris 

■ Spray the roof cleaner over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Scrub the roof cleaner into the roof, using the brush, and 
covering the entire surface of the roof 

■ Rinse the roof cleaner off the roof, using the pressure 
washer, and following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Vacuum the roof to remove any remaining dirt, dust, or 
debris 

○ Tile roof: 

■ Sweep the roof with the broom, to remove any loose dirt, 
dust, or debris 

■ Scrape the roof with the scraper, to remove any stubborn 
or dried dirt, dust, or debris 

■ Spray the roof bleach over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 



 
■ Scrub the roof bleach into the roof, using the brush, and 

covering the entire surface of the roof 

■ Rinse the roof bleach off the roof, using the pressure 
washer, and following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Vacuum the roof to remove any remaining dirt, dust, or 
debris 

○ Asphalt roof: 

■ Sweep the roof with the broom, to remove any loose dirt, 
dust, or debris 

■ Scrape the roof with the scraper, to remove any stubborn 
or dried dirt, dust, or debris 

■ Spray the roof cleaner over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Scrub the roof cleaner into the roof, using the brush, and 
covering the entire surface of the roof 

■ Rinse the roof cleaner off the roof, using the pressure 
washer, and following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Vacuum the roof to remove any remaining dirt, dust, or 
debris 

Painting 

After you have cleaned your roof, you can start the painting of your roof, using 
the best products, tools, and techniques for each type of roof. Here are the 
instructions on how to paint your roof: 

● Tools: You will need the following tools for the roof painting, 
depending on the type and size of your roof: 

○ Sprayer, to spray the roof paint over your roof 

○ Roller, to roll the roof paint over your roof 

○ Brush, to brush the roof paint over your roof 

○ Squeegee, to remove any excess or uneven roof paint from your 
roof 



 
● Products: You will need the following products for the roof painting, 

depending on the type and condition of your roof: 

○ Roof paint, which is a special type of paint that is designed for 
roofs, and has the color and finish of your choice 

○ Roof primer, which is a special type of paint that prepares and 
seals your roof for the roof paint 

○ Roof topcoat, which is a special type of paint that adds extra 
protection and shine to your roof paint 

● Steps: You will need to follow these steps to paint your roof, depending 
on the type of your roof: 

○ Metal roof: 

■ Spray the roof primer over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Let the roof primer dry and cure, according to the 
manufacturer's instructions 

■ Spray the roof paint over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Apply a second or third coat of roof paint, if needed, and 
letting the roof paint dry and cure completely 

■ Spray the roof topcoat over the roof, if desired, using the 
sprayer, and following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Let the roof topcoat dry and cure, according to the 
manufacturer's instructions 

○ Tile roof: 

■ Spray the roof primer over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Let the roof primer dry and cure, according to the 
manufacturer's instructions 

■ Spray the roof paint over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer's instructions 



 
■ Apply a second or third coat of roof paint, if needed, and 

letting the roof paint dry and cure completely 

■ Spray the roof topcoat over the roof, if desired, using the 
sprayer, and following the manufacturer's instructions 

■ Let the roof topcoat dry and cure, according to the 
manufacturer's instructions 

○ Asphalt roof: 

o Spray the roof conditioner over the roof, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer’s instructions 

o Let the roof conditioner dry and cure, according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions 

o Spray the roof paint over the roof, using the sprayer, and following the 
manufacturer’s instructions 

o Apply a second or third coat of roof paint, if needed, and letting the roof 
paint dry and cure completely 

o Spray the roof topcoat over the roof, if desired, using the sprayer, and 
following the manufacturer’s instructions 

o Let the roof topcoat dry and cure, according to the manufacturer’s 
instructions 

Inspection 
After you have painted your roof, you need to inspect it for any issues or defects, and 
fix them if necessary. Here are some tips on how to inspect your roof after painting: 

• Check the quality: Examine the quality of the paint job, and look for any flaws 
or errors, such as: 

o Bubbles, cracks, or peeling paint, which indicate poor adhesion or 
curing 

o Drips, runs, or sags, which indicate excess or uneven paint application 
o Brush marks, roller marks, or spray marks, which indicate improper or 

inconsistent painting technique 
o Lap marks, holidays, or misses, which indicate incomplete or 

insufficient paint coverage 
o Color mismatch, fading, or discoloration, which indicate incorrect or 

low-quality paint 
• Check the accuracy: Compare the accuracy of the paint job, and look for any 

discrepancies or deviations, such as: 
o Color difference, which indicates a mismatch between the actual and 

the desired color 
o Finish difference, which indicates a mismatch between the actual and 

the desired finish, such as gloss, matte, or satin 
o Edge difference, which indicates a mismatch between the actual and 

the desired edge, such as sharp, smooth, or curved 



 
o Pattern difference, which indicates a mismatch between the actual and 

the desired pattern, such as stripes, dots, or logos 
• Check the satisfaction: Evaluate the satisfaction of the paint job, and look for 

any feedback or comments, such as: 
o Customer satisfaction, which indicates the level of satisfaction and 

approval from yourself or others, based on your reactions, reviews, or 
ratings 

o Contractor satisfaction, which indicates the level of satisfaction and 
professionalism from the contractor, based on their communication, 
cooperation, or courtesy 

We hope this guide has helped you with understanding your roof cleaning and 
painting project. If you have any questions or feedback, please feel free to contact 
us.  

 

For request a free quote please go to  

www.hobarthousepainter.com.au 

or ring 

0400 102 241 

Remember we price match and offer periodic payment plans! 
 

http://www.hobarthousepainter.com.au/
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